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THE extraordinary effort, sup-
port and commitment which
made Home in Queanbeyan a
reality answered two very
important questions said the
organisation’s founder, Father
Peter Day yesterday.

“Yes, you are somebody and
ves, you do have a place,” he
said.
~ About 700 people. including
residents, students, councillors,
builders and volunteers shared
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official opening of Home
The formal cer-
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emony at th
brought many to tears.

Home in Queanbeyan will pro-
hour supported
modation for people with a men-

Chair Tony Carey said the day
was_ a celebration -of -
means to be a community,
just the wonderfully sup

Austratian of the Year and mental health expert, Patrick McGorry. Picture:

Ceremony marks new beginning

community of Queanbevan, but
the wider gathering here today ...
to raise awareness of mental
illness and to celebrate this com-
munity’s recognition of the need
to help its more vulnerable
members.”

Patron of Home in Queanbe-
yan, Sir Williain Dean, said he’d
never seen a “community gather

-ft- - torsuppbrt 6né group of the most

disadvantaged -people in such a
way before.”
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By Mark Sawa
HEALTH

THE Coalition announced on
Wednesday it intends to spend
$1.5 billion on improving mentat
health services across Australia.

The Coalition’s Real Action Plan
for Betier Mental Health would
provide 20 new early psychosis
intervention centres, 60 additional
youth Headspace sites and 800
acute and sub-acute early inter-
vention beds.

Liberal candidate for Eden-
Monaro David Gazard said while
spending on mental health would
take pressure off hospitals and

. _emergency departments, Quean-

Elesa

“We've completed the begin-
ning; now the journey starts,” he
said. .

The father of one of the first
residents, John Wilson, told the
audience the journey of his son,
Justin, who was diagnosed with a
mental illness at 19.

“Our son Justin grew up as
care-free teenager on the South
Coast loving all the things young
people love,” he said. Mr Wilson

]

told the audience how his son’s

“life “and their families’ life

changed from that day.
Continued page 29

beyan “was in need of an aftér
hours service.

“We need a drop in centre
where people can go, with trained
staff at all hours of the day and
night,” he said.

“That’s what I'll be fighting for.”

He had been surprised at the
number of people that had come
up to him to raise issues around
the need for improved mental
health services.

“It is an issue that is clearly
resonating in the community,” Mr
Gazard said.

“labor talked about mental
health, but took no action.

“The Coalition has a sirong
track record and will deliver
necessary services to those suffer-
ing a mental illness.”

Member for Eden-Monaro Mike
Kelly said the new money pledged
by the now-Opposition would
mean sacrificing other health
services.

“It is no way to proceed — to
reinforce one aspect of health care
by sacrificing the rest of health
care,” he said.

"“What we need to do is to move
forward on all fronts.

“We've already made some very
significant commitments to
improving mental health care.”

Continued page 3
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“HE withdrew socially,
isolating himself from
friends and family ... we set
out to find out as much as
we could abeout mental ifl-
ness,” Mr Wilson said.

Mental health expert and
Australian of the Year Pro-
fessor Patrick McGorry con-
fessed he mnever thought
he’d see “an event like this
where the whole c¢om-
munity is behind mental
illness.”

“T don't think I've seen
something as uplifting as
this before,” he said.

“Mental health is Aus-
tralia’s greatest public
health challenge.

“It's so neglecied because
it’s never spoken about.”

Professor McGorry asked
the crowd to raise their
hand if they had experi-
enced or had someone close
to them experience a men-
tal health issue.

About 75 per cent of the
crowd raised their hands.

“It takes courage to talk
about it,” he said.

He said early inter-
vention, proper expert care
and adequate safety nets

and Sally White. Photos:

PROUD DAY:
opening.

Father Peter Brock,

such as Home in (Jueanbe-
yan were crucial in address-
ing mental health.

“This is a vital piece in the
jigsaw puzzle ... the idea to
make this available around
the country is what we need
to do,” he said.

“Mental health care
needs to be brought to a
level of equity with physical
health care.”

Fr Day said Home would
not be helping people or
offering charity.

“We'll be seeking to walk
alongside people,” he said.

“We're going to make
sure residents of Home
know it is our privilege to
share their lives.”

Following official
proceedings at the hall, the
crowd walked to Home,
where architect Nick Pelle
and builder Ian Carter were
acknowledged for their
dedication.

“Nick has donated all of
his services completely free

of cost looking at various

potential sites, designing
this complex in front of you
today, and then being out
here almost daily working
with our builder to guide
the impiementation of his

M

OPENING: At the opening, from left, Angus White, Valerie Moran with Caro}
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Father Dermid McDermott and Father John

design vision ... many hund-
reds of hours,” Mr Carey
said.

Mr Carey said fan Carter
and his son James of PBS
Property group “built the
whele complex, probably
worth in commniercial terms
about $4 million, for not
one cent of profit - 12
months work for nil return.

“We are truly humbled by
the commitment of lan and
the support of Jan's son
James and lan’s fellow di-
rectors Warren Ahrens,
David Murphy and Peter
Carter.”

Mick Burgess, managing
director of Urban Contrac-
tors, was also mentioned as
having dedicated “many

days of his very consider-

able landscaping skills to
deliver what you see before

”

you today”.

“And many, many others.
I wish we could name you
all, but you know who you

are and we offer our heart-

felt thanks,” Mr Carey said.

With that, Sir William and
lady Helen unveiled a
Home in Queanbevan
plague before guests toured
the centre.
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